GRACE GROUP GUIDE WINTER WEEK #13

APRIL 19TH, 2026 | Ezra 2

GROUP NOTES

SUGGESTED GOALS OF THE MEETING

« If you meet with a mixed-gender group, consider breaking into two groups (men and women) at the end for about 20 min
for a time of connection and prayer together.

IMPORTANT DATES

e Grace Group WINTER/SPRING Semester Meeting Dates: JAN 18 - MAY 23
e Grace Groups will be taking a break the week of April 26 during NH school vacation

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
e Encourage your group to login to Church Center and find your group page
e Take attendance each week thru your group on the church center app

DISCUSSION GUIDE

1-MIN OVERVIEW

At first glance, Ezra chapter 2 seems like a list of unpronounceable names that you're probably tempted to
skip over in your Bible reading plan. But if we believe that ALL Scripture is inspired by God and profitable
for our growth (2 Timothy 3:16-17), it's worth the time and effort to dig into this passage. This detailed
description of the people who accepted God’s invitation to return to Jerusalem shows us how God’s
faithfulness plays out in our real-life decisions and experiences, especially when we respond to Him with
repentance and obedience.

" \WARM UP

This weeR’s chapter describes a group of exiles leaving Babylon and returning to their homeland. Share with
the group about a time when you moved from one home to another. What prompted your relocation? What
was exciting about that process, and what challenges did you face during the transition?
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KNOW IT

As a refresher, read 2 Chronicles 36:11-23 and discuss how the Israelites ended up in exile. Who was to blame,
and where did they go wrong? What were the consequences for God’s people and their homeland? Now read
Ezra 2:1-2. Why would it be important to list everyone at this point in Israel’s history?

Read Ezra 2:3-58 together, and have fun with it! Take turns reading a verse or two aloud, read with

confidence (don’t worry about perfect pronunciation!), or even just say the first initial of each name to make
it easier.



Note for leaders: If you're concerned about timing, give your group a few minutes to skim Ezra 2:3-58
individually and silently, looking for anything that sticks out to them about this list of names.

Make some observations about how the population was organized. What are the categories of people
mentioned in verses 3-20, 21-35 and then 36-58? What do these groupings tell us about how Israelites
identified themselves and what was important to them?

Note for leaders: Here's some additional background for discussion if your group has time and interest:
Generations earlier, King David established 24 families of priests (see 1 Chronicles 24:1-5). According to Ezra
2:36-39, how many of these original families were returning to Jerusalem? Now compare the number of
priests listed with the number of Levites, keeping in mind that the priesthood was established as a very
small subset of the whole tribe of Levi (see Numbers 3:5-10). What do you make of this? What is
unexpected about the numbers of priests and Levites who were returning home?

Read Ezra 2:59-63. Why was it so important to verify the lineage of these families, especially those connected
with the priesthood during a season of rebuilding? What does the governor’s decision reveal about what was
at stake during this season of rebuilding?

Note for Leaders: the “sacred food” refers to the portion of sacrifices set aside for the priests as their
living (see Numbers 18:8-13), and the Urim and Thummim were part of the high priestly garb that was used
for discerning God'’s will (see Exodus 28:30, Numbers 27:1, 1 Samuel 28:5-6).
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Why might Israelites have chosen to stay in Babylon rather than returning to Jerusalem? Recalling what we
read in 2 Chronicles 36, consider how long they had been living in Babylon, what had happened to their
homeland, and what sent them into exile in the first place.

Read Jeremiah 29:4-14, which was part of a message sent from God through the prophet Jeremiah to the
people during their time in exile. How might these instructions and promises have influenced their decision
to either stay in Babylon or accept God’s invitation to return to Jerusalem? What do you think you would
have chosen to do in this situation?
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% LIVEIT

Read Ezra 2:64-70. Why was the temple such a high priority, both as their first stop once back in Jerusalem,
and for their financial contributions? What should this mean for us today and the ways that we prioritize our
resources, time and energy?

Now read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11. What are the results of generous, heart-felt, cheerful giving? How does it
benefit the giver and the community as a whole? How is God glorified through our generosity, and why does
our motivation make a difference?

Read Jeremiah 23:7-8 and Jeremiah 24:4-7. What promises are being fulfilled in Ezra 2, and how do they
foreshadow Jesus’s work of delivering His people from spiritual exile? What do these passages reveal about
God’s character, His purposes and what He desires for His people?



Suggested Daily Reading and Reflection
Passages for Next Week: Day 1: Ezra 3, Day 2: Hebrews 9:1-10, Day 3: Hebrews g:11-28, Day 4: Psalm 107
Memory Verse: Psalm 127:1

Opening Prayer Dear God, open my eyes so | may see wondrous things in your word. (Psalm 119:18). May your Holy Spirit
help me to understand and apply it to my life for your glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.

OO Observe - 1st Reading Read the passage to get the general flow. What does the passage say? Write 1-2
sentences summarizing key thought(s). Also, write down a verse you think is significant.

)A\‘- Digging Deeper - 2nd Reading Underline action words and repeated phrases. Answer the questions: Who.. is
the author? are the recipients? are the key people? What events, teachings, commands, promises do you see? Why
was the passage written? What problems are addressed?

ﬁ Searching for Gold - 3rd Reading Write down key words, themes, and observations. Dig for meaning in
repeated phrases or theological terms. How does this passage ultimately point to Jesus?

espond Since God's Word is true, is there something new about God to ponder, commands to obey, promises
gR d Si God's Word is t isth thi bout God t d dstoob i
to claim, sins to avoid, challenges to face, or examples to follow? Pick one of these and spend time writing how this
truth can affect the way you think and live.

" Connect with God on what you learned. Praise Him for who He is (consider attributes of God revealed in
reading). Thank Him for what He's done. Listen to Him. Confess sin. Bring requests to Him.

@ Memory Verse Choose one verse from reading and write it down each day.



